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10/9/2023
Metro Council President Lynn Peterson
Metro Councilor Ashton Simpson Metro Councilor Gerritt Rosenthal
Metro Councilor Christine Lewis Metro Councilor Juan Carlos Gonzalez

Metro Councilor Duncan Hwang Metro Councilor Mary Nolan

Dear Metro President and Councilors,

Welcome Home Coalition, 80 organizations in the Portland Metro Area with the common vision
of ensuring everyone has access to an affordable and stable home in our region is writing to urge
you to begin convening stakeholder conversations regarding policies for new regional revenue to
continue to increase our affordable housing supply. We know the need is great when it comes to
more housing supply at all levels, but particularly, for those living at 60% AMI or lower in our
region.

We commend Metro and your jurisdictional partners on the implementation of the Metro
Affordable Housing Bond passed by voters in 2018. The success of this bond is clear- estimated
to create around 800 more apartments and homes than originally promised to voters. Further, this
bond is creating over 1,200 apartments that are affordable to residents living on very low
incomes, 0-30% AMI. Hundreds of apartments are paired with funding to offer the essential wrap
around supports that help people who have experienced chronic homelessness stay housed.
Additionally, this bond has increased the number of two or more-bedroom homes in our region
by more than 1,600 for families living on lower incomes. These are the sustainable solutions to
our housing crisis we need. What’s more, public opinion research we commissioned this summer
showed that nearly two thirds of voters approve of building new affordable housing and offering
supportive services as an approach to address our homelessness crisis.

Our coalition wants to see us all continue to make public investments that allow our affordable
housing pipeline to continue the upward trajectory it’s been on in recent years thanks to the two
local voter backed affordable housing bonds. Considering that Metro’s $653 million of
Affordable Housing Bond funds are on track to be fully allocated by the end of 2024, we ask that
Metro convene stakeholders quickly to explore potential revenue generating policies to continue
funding affordable housing development. Thank you for your consideration and public service.

Sincerely,

L

Molly Hogan, Director, Welcome Home Coalition



Individual Endorsers:

Saff Addams, Goods Flow

Audrey Alverson, Community Member

Delfina Andrade, Unite Oregon, CHW

Emily Ausman, Community Member

Suzanne Bader, Consultant

Judith Beck, Retired

Meg Bender Stephanski, Community Member

Lara Bjork, Community Member

Nan Bobernac, Community Member

Chris Bonner, Community Member

Tammy Bullock, MS

Annie Capestany, Community Member

Sandra Comstock, Hygiene4All, Executive Director

Anna Cowen, Community Member

Kevin Cronin, Housing Oregon, Director of Policy & Advocacy

Kiristle Delihanty, PDX Saints Love, Executive Director

Mercedes Elizalde, Latino Network, Director of Advocacy

Erin Elliot, Adjunct Professor of Civic Leadership and Nonprofit Management
Rachael Evans, Oregon Jewish Community Foundation, Director of Donor Stewardship
Emily Fox, Community Member

Blythe Garma, Community Member

Reyna Gillet, Residents Organizing for Change, Lead Housing Justice Organizer
Brooke Goldberg, Central City Concern, Public Policy Director

Jenna Goldin, Shift Accounting LLC, Enrolled Agent and Licensed Tax Consultant

Stephen Gomez, Community Member
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Stephen Green, Business for a Better Portland, Executive Director

Michelle Graas, Community Member

Sheila Greenlaw-fink, Community Volunteer

Johnny Hall, Community Member

Victory Hall, Reach CDC, Program Coordinator

Stacey Heath, Community Member

Cameron Herrington, Community Member

Craig Hill, Community Member

Sherri Hodges, Community Member

Michelle Hornbeck, Community Member

Sarah Iannarone, The Street Trust, Executive Director
Callee Jaeger, Community Member

Susan Johnson, Community Member

Tonya Jones, Deputy Director of Operations

Jock Gurney Kimberley, JOIN, Program Coordinator
Mitzy King, Licensed Clinical Social Worker

Jennifer Knapp, Community Vision, Executive Director
Kathy Kniep, Community Member

Michael Larson, Humans for Housing, Executive Director
Beckie Lee, Hacienda CDC, Director of Development & Partnerships
Jenny Lee, Coalition of Communities of Color, Deputy Director
Judith Liehard, Community Member

Kathryn Lindstrom, Community Member

Tyler Mac Innis, Welcome Home Coalition, Board Member
Traci Manning, Executive Director

Kim McCarty, Community Alliance of Tenants, Executive Director



Harold McNaron, Community Member
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Cole Merkel, Here Together, Co-Director

Audrey Moss, Community Member

John Nettleton, Assistant Apartment Manager

Au Nguyen, Community Member

Rev. Julia Nielson, Leaven Community Land and Housing Coalition, Executive Organizer
Michele Nihipali, Mammography Technologist

Russell Novkov, Community Member

Carver Oblander, Community Member

Jill Orr, Clackamas Service Center, Executive Director

Andrés Oswill, Community Member

Debra Porta, Pride Northwest, Inc, Executive Director

Emee Pumarega, Event Planner

Sarah Radcliffe, Habitat for Humanity Portland Region, Director of Government Relations
Heather Riggs, Reverend

Emmy Ritter, Raphael House of Portland, Executive Director

Brent Rocks, Community Member

Jon Ross, Writer & Laborer

Marsh Santoro, Tenant Leader

Liz Sauer, Community Member

Amanda Saul, Home Forward, Assistant Director for GO Bond Development
Nick Sauvie Rose CDC, Co-Executive Director

Marc Silverman, Community Member

Joe Smith, Community Member

Theo Spain, Community Member

Joel Statz, Community Member



Zoe Taylor, Community Member
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Sammi Teo, Oregon Food Bank, Public Policy Advocate

Nathan Teske, Bienestar, Executive Director

Brandi Tuck, Path Home, Executive Director

Matt Tuckerbaum, Community Member
Bianetth Valdez, Program Coordinator

Linda Vipperman, Community Member

Natalie Wood, Catholic Charities of Oregon, Executive Director

Bridget Wyatt, Teacher

Ian Yolles, Community Member

Nili Yosha, Outside the Frame, Executive Director

Organizational Endorsements:

Bienestar

Catholic Charities of Oregon
Clackamas Service Center
Coalition of Communities of Color
Community Vision

Hacienda CDC

Here Together

Housing Development Center
Oregon Jewish Community Foundation
Path Home

Oregon Food Bank

Outside the Frame

Pride Northwest, Inc.

Reach CDC

ROSE CDC

Business for a Better Portland
Central City Concern
Community Alliance of Tenants
Habitat for Humanity Portland
Housing Oregon

JOIN

Leaven Community Land & Housing Coalition
Hygiene4All

Latino Network

PDX Saints Love

Raphael Housing

Residents Organizing for Change
Shift Accounting LLC

Unite Oregon

The Street Trust
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