
Welcome Home Coalition’s Recommendations to Better Address
Homelessness in City of Portland:

● Shut Down investment in criminalization infrastructure. Prioritize
long term solutions rather than temporary housing or encampments.

○ Specifically, we will advocate to ensure Multnomah County’s
Supportive Housing Service Funding is allocated to the services
that house people - subsidized housing, rent assistance, and
supportive services. We do not want to see our region invest
millions in mostly temporary shelters in reaction to time, place,
and manner laws. We know our shelter system does not
adequately serve all our unhoused neighbors, especially
marginalized communities.

○ Our city can address unsheltered homelessness without policies
that enforce fines and jail time. Our region can do this by
leveraging local Supportive Housing Services and Medicaid
waiver dollars to connect people directly to housing options that
fit their needs.

○ To successfully deploy a housing-centered approach to
unsheltered homelessness, our city must commit to upholding
the values of ‘Housing First.’ True implementation of ‘Housing
First’ requires that tenants have quality supportive services
tailored to their needs. Five core principles of Housing First: 1.
Immediate Access to Housing without “readiness conditions” 2.
Consumer Choice & Self Determination 3. Recovery orientation 4.
Individualized & Person Driven Supports 5. Social & Community
Integration: Housing First: Principles Into Practice - Animated
Overview - YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pwdq2VWavtc&t=13s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pwdq2VWavtc&t=13s


● Increase Transparency, Accountability, Evaluation of City of Portland
funds to Homeless Services to ensure they are doing what they were
intended to do.

○ For Supportive Housing Services dollars to be deployed with
urgency, the City of Portland must support Multnomah County to
leverage the flexibility of the Supportive Housing Services tax to
ensure contracted nonprofits can reach housing outcomes.

○ Solicit feedback from community members and providers to
address the gaps in culturally specific housing and
homelessness services.

● Addressing Pipeline to Homelessness by addressing gentrification,
tax credits, rent assistance, and rent control.

○ The City of Portland’s response to our available and affordable
housing shortage cannot strictly be reactionary. We need
upstream stop gaps to prevent households from becoming
homeless in the first place. These include but are not limited to
addressing land zoning, tax credit allocations, and administration
of rent assistance through an anti-racist lens.

● Increase the decision-making of folks who are most impacted.

○ People who have accessed systems meant to increase housing
stability are key to creating successful programs. Without the
input of those most impacted by our affordable housing
shortage, we risk creating flawed programs that do not reflect
the real needs of all our neighbors. Involvement of the people
most impacted must happen early and earnestly in policy-making
processes.


