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Context
During the summer of 2024, WHC is

presenting a series of three policy solutions
that could increase access to affordable

housing in our region. These policies have
been selected to research and present based
on input gathered during strategic planning

sessions with members and insights from our
2024 Housing Summit.





What is a Rental Registry?

A l ist maintained by local governments
tracking rental properties data. Details often

include landlord contact information,
addresses and unit amounts, and inspection

history. 1



Why do we care?
Can't enforce vacancy tax/other policies without a rigorous rental registry. 

Know who owns the majority of the properties in our region.

Advocate for Fair Housing behaviors from landlords. 

Inventory of affordable housing under certain AMI and market rate housing. 





Portland’s Rental Registry
Adopted in 2018.
Property owners required to annually register all rental
property through business license income taxes.
Reporting requirements: 

property address(es)
total number of units
total number of units regulated at or below 60%
AMI, 
registration fee for all market rate units ($70 per
unit as for 2023)
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Portland’s Rental Registry
Enforcement Mechanism: 

Revenue Division identified landlords reporting rental income on
non-registered unit
Follows up with non-compliant landlords
Fines up to 100% of registration fee per unregistered unit

Generates around $6.5 million annually. Revenue used for:
Registry maintenance
Supports operations and programs at the Rental Services Office
(RSO) 
 Fair Housing education and legal services
Criminal record and eviction expungement services
Eviction legal defense
Landlord and tenant education services
Renter relocation services
Landlord/tenant mediation programs
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Cons
Registry is not open access
Exact enforcement success is unknown
Vacancy reporting is not required

Portland’s Rental Registry

Pros
Staff estimate high reporting rates
Generates revenue for Portland
Housing Bureau



Pros
Open Source
Vacancies reported and taxed
Unit and rent status
Generated revenue through fees

Examples from other cities: Berkeley, CA
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Cons
Vacancies not reported

Pros
Open source
Registration within 1% of census estimates
Tier list
Property owners must register unit before
advertising it 
Generates almost $5 million/yr in fees. Used
to support programs to support residents

Examples from other cities: Minneapolis, MN
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Cons
Vacancies not reported
45% unregistered
Public information is limited to
property info rather than owner info

Pros
Open source
generated revenue through fees

Examples from other cities: Philadelphia, PA 
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