
Policy Solutions to Increase Housing
Affordability in Portland, OR

By Kate Carroll, Portland State University Master of Urban and Regional Planning Student, Welcome Home Coalition Intern 2024



Context
During the summer of 2024, WHC is

presenting a series of three policy solutions
that could increase access to affordable

housing in our region. These policies have
been selected to research and present based
on input gathered during strategic planning

sessions with members and insights from our
2024 Housing Summit.





What is a Universal Basic Income/Guaranteed Income?

Regular supplemental income payments to all
residents of an area and/or those below a

certain income level.  1



Why do we care?

Housing in our region is too expensive, and many
people struggle to afford it. UBI programs have shown

success in easing financial burdens and reduce
housing instability.





Chicago Resilient Communities Pilot (CRCP) and Cook County Promise
Guaranteed Income Pilot

Started in 2022 through American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA)
funding.
Provide $500/month for 2 years to:

 5,000 residents of Chicago
 3,250 residents of Cook County

CRCP primarily serves Black and Latinx households.
Households primarily use funds for:

Paying bills
Paying debts
Saving money
Finding new homes
Finding a new job

Largest Guaranteed Income (GI) program in a single
metropolitan area in the United States.
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Alaska Permanent Fund
Established in 1976 as a UBI program.
Allocates 25% of all mineral revenue (oil and gas) for
Alaska residents through yearly dividends.
Ensures future Alaskans will have economic stability
once all non-renewable resources are depleted.
Allows residents to have additional spending money for:

  Buying plane tickets
  Home repairs
  Winter supplies

Payments are not tax-free.
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https://www.eia.gov/todayinenergy/detail.php?id=21052


Bay Area - Miracle Money Basic Income
A 2021 GI pilot program providing 13 individuals
in the Bay Area with $500/month for 6 months.
By the end of the study:

66% of participants who were homeless
at the beginning were housed
100% of participants had more financial
stability
87% of the funds were used for
necessities

Due to success, the program was expanded to
provide 103 individuals with $750/month for a
year.
Primarily funded by Google's Philanthropy.
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Portland - Black Resilience Fund
Started as a mutual aid fund in 2020.
Non-Black, predominantly white individuals began
donating in response to BLM movement in summer of
2020.
Converted into a guaranteed income program serving 25
Black households in Multnomah County.
Each household receives between $1,000 and $2,000 per
month for three years.
Funds are generally used for rent, utilities, childcare,
loan repayment, small business support, and credit card
debt.
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Started in 2022
15 families received $575/mo for two years
5 families received 2 $5,000 payments 6 months
apart

Families also assigned case worker to help them meet
their goals.
Due to pilot success, 25 new families were added to the
program in Spring 2024.

Portland - Path Home Cash Transfer 10

11



Oregon Senate Bill 603
Sen. Campos and Rep. Pham sponsored Oregon SB603 in 2023.

Residents Organizing for Change (ROC) was the convening
stakeholder.

Proposed $1,000 per month for 12 months to individuals earning
less than 60% of the AMI.

SB603 did not pass but identified potential political partners.

ROC stakeholders indicated a stronger statewide campaign would
be needed to combat negative testimony and media coverage
from conservative groups.

ROC members voiced concerns receiving SB603 benefits could
mean losing other existing benefits, such as SNAP, etc.
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