
Proposed SHS Measure Changes
Welcome Home member discussion: November 19, 2024



WHAT ARE WE 
COLLECTIVELY 
WORKING 
TOWARD? 

Today, our programming and advocacy aims at 
uplifting three core goals: 

1.Increasing access to affordable housing to 
people living on lower incomes in the Portland 
Metro area. 

2. Increasing leadership opportunities for 
people with lived experiences of homelessness 
and housing instability. 

3. Reframing the narrative on our regional 
housing crisis to encourage empathetic and 
efficient long-term policy solutions.



SHS Measure: 
Current tax rate is 1% on any amount over $125k 
for individual and $200k for joint filing household.

• Published Proposal from Portland Metro Chamber & Here 
Together in Willamette Week on November 14, 2024:

In 2026: 10% reduction in the personal income tax rate from 1% to 
0.9%.

In 2031: 25% reduction, for a personal income tax rate of 0.75%.



What Do These Reductions Percentages 
Mean in real dollar impacts?

• 10% reduction means reduced collection of current collections by 
$17.5 million per year.  $87 million over 5 years.

• 25% reduction means $44 million reduced collection of current 
collections per year. $836 million over 19 years.

For a joint household (hh) making $250k a year, they currently 
pay $500/year for this tax, or about $41/month. At a 10% 
reduction, this hh would pay $450/year, or about $37/month- a 
savings of $4/month! At a .75% rate they would pay $375/year- or 
about $31/month- a $10/month savings from current rate.

Source: Reduced collection estimates from Metro finance department presentations May-July 2024



So…while a household living off of $250k/year 
saves $4 a month on local taxes…

•The SHS overall collection and thus allocation 
toward homeless services in our tri-county area 

would be reduced by an estimated 
$17.5 million annually.



What can $17.5 million pay for in a year?

At $22,000 per household- 450 households rent could be paid at 
$1,400/month plus $5,000 for move in and other costs.  
&
93 case managers could be employed at $80k (salary and benefits).
Or it could…
Purchase four existing motels for conversion to deeply affordable 
studio apartments.
Or it could…
So many possibilities to serve the immense need we know exists.



Considering our recent national election 
results…

Now is not the time for us to backpedal on local progressive 
tax policies!

- The incoming federal administration will be handing out tax 
cuts to the rich. We do not need to add on to that locally.

- The incoming federal administration could withhold federal 
dollars from Oregon “to punish” us for progressive policies. 

We need to ensure local revenue is as robust as can be.

- The incoming federal administration is attacking immigrant 
communities, and these local flexible funds are essential to 

serve folks who are denied access to other resources.



Additionally…

Voters are not worried about high taxes- they are worried about 
homelessness!

• Survey results from DHM polling released six months ago in May 2024 
show:

• When asked- “What do you think is the most important problem 
facing Portland/Portland Metro Area?”

    53% said Homelessness

    3% said High Taxes

Source: Oregonian, The Oregonian Oregon Insight Survey--01284--Toplines [Total]--April 2024 - DocumentCloud

https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/24663310-the-oregonian-oregon-insight-survey-01284-toplines-total-april-2024?responsive=1&title=1


Furthermore…

The Portland Metro Chamber just lobbied city council to 
increase fees 11% and increased the geographical area 

for their enhanced service district, effectively 
increasing taxes on downtown businesses and 

residents, to give themselves a 30% raise, but they want 
the government to give itself a 25% cut and accomplish 

more in homelessness response.

Source: Portland City Council agenda, Items 979 and 980

https://www.portland.gov/council/agenda/2024/11/13


We Can Dream Big! 
Recent wins in other cities…

• LAST WEDNESDAY: New York City Council 
passed FARE Act, a new law that removes 
burden of broker fees for renters!

• NOVEMBER 2024 BALLOT: Los Angeles County 
voters passed Measure A, which doubled 
existing sales (.25% to .5%) and use tax for 
homeless services AND removed the 2027 
existing sunset and replaced it with NO sunset 
date!

• NOVEMBER 2024 BALLOT: City of Berkeley 
voters passed Measure W, which eliminates the 
2029 existing sunset and makes a property 
transfer tax permanent!

Source: 2024 state and local tax ballot measures | An update on what passed and what failed

https://taxnews.ey.com/news/2024-2072-2024-state-and-local-tax-ballot-measures-an-update-on-what-passed-and-what-failed


Discussion:

• What do we have to lose by accepting this tax rate cut in the short 
term and the long term?

• What do we have to gain by accepting this tax rate cut in the short 
term and long term?

• What are alternative ideas to this proposal?
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