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Metro Council President, Lynn Peterson

December 5, 2024

Metro Councilor Ashton Simpson, District 1
Metro Councilor Christine Lewis, District 2

Metro Councilor Gerritt Rosenthal, District 3
Metro Councilor Juan Carlos Gonzélez, District 4
Metro Councilor Mary Nolan, District 5

Metro Councilor Duncan Hwang, District 6

cc: Marissa Madrigal, Metro Chief Operating Officer
Re: Proposed draft of new Supportive Housing Services Measure
Dear Metro President and Councilors,

Welcome Home Coalition is a multicultural and intersectional alliance of
organizations and individuals in the Portland metropolitan region that uses its
collective resources to build a movement for housing justice. We advocate for
policies that allow everyone to have access to housing of their choice that they
can afford.

Welcome Home previously encouraged Metro to plan for an ensured local
revenue stream to continue the creation of more affordable housing in our region.
The Council has agreed to adjust the use of funds for our largest regional funding
source for homelessness services to include affordable housing. We broadly
support this move, but we urge you to consider our recommendations when
assigning your staff to conduct analyses and draft any changes to the supportive
housing services measure.

We know that Metro has analyzed the impact on the measure’s outcomes if the
tax is rate cut along with an increase in expectations of the measure to expand
affordable housing options. With this in mind, we request you also thoroughly
review the impact of increased expectations of the SHS Measure without any
decrease in the personal income tax rate. Before reducing the funding for our
regional work to increase housing stability, we must be clear on the level of
service and affordable housing stock you will be forgoing if Metro moves forward
with a tax rate decrease. Decisions you make will have a significant impact on
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our region’s ability to ensure access to the housing and services our unhoused
and unstably housed neighbors deserve.

Welcome Home acknowledges that there is broad alignment in who the funds
should serve, namely, households living on zero to lower incomes. Further, we
support the use of some funds to create affordable housing as long as there is no
reduction in the current rate. We also wholeheartedly support an adjustment in
governance to achieve clear regional standards which will result in more effective
implementation of the funds. Specifically, we want to see these funds used with
higher proportion and consistency on long-term housing solutions over short-term
initiatives. The goal of this measure is to end someone’s homelessness long term
and that requires robust investment in long-term strategies.

Recommendations and Rationale for any new SHS Measure

No Reduction in the Marginal 1% Tax Rate:

Leave the marginal personal income tax rate at 1%: There is no logical public
policy argument for reducing the current 1% marginal tax rate on high-income
earner households when our need for resources to address homelessness is still
unmet. Further, when we examine the impacts of the proposed decreases your
staff has modeled - 10% decrease in 2026 and 25% decrease in 2031, we find
that the amount of “relief” afforded to high-income households is not substantially
impactful for the average household that pays this tax and thus does not justify
the collective loss in revenue to address homelessness with the level of
investment it requires. Polling by DHM Research company released by the
Oregonian this year showed that when voters were asked “What do you think is
the most important problem facing Portland/Portland Metro Area?” 53% said
homelessness, while just 3% said high taxes.

For example, a joint filing household (hh) making $250k a year, currently pays
$500/year for this tax, or about $41/month. At a 10% reduction, this hh would pay
$450/year, or about $37/month- a savings of $4/month. At a .75% rate they
would pay $375/year- or about $31/month- or a $10/month savings from the
current rate.

Financial estimates presented by Metro financial staff this summer reported an
estimated loss of around $17.5 million annually with a 10% tax rate reduction on
personal income. Saving a household living off $250,000/year $4 a month does
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not justify reducing the overall resources to address homelessness by $17.5
million a year. This amount of money could assist hundreds of households with
robust rent assistance and case management support services. We know the
need is huge and every dollar counts to move people out of homelessness.

Another important reason for Metro Council not to decrease the amount of
revenue collected at this time is the realities of our incoming federal
administration. The incoming federal administration will be implementing many
tax breaks for high-income households as we saw in 2016. We do not need to
add to that locally. Further, any federal reduction in housing investments for
Oregon will need to be compensated by our local dollars. We need to ensure
local revenue is as strong as it can be. Additionally, as a region and council that
uplifts equity and cares about protecting and serving our immigrant community
members, it is important to point out that the incoming federal administration is
attacking immigrant communities, and these local flexible funds are essential to
serving folks who are denied access to other resources.

Revisit tax rate every five to ten years: Assess revenue collection, spending,
and the need for Metro Council to consider any adjustments in rate and/or
threshold amount.

Change the threshold of who pays the tax to higher amounts than $125k
and $200k and/or adjust for inflation: This action acknowledges the
unexpected jump in inflation we have seen in the past few years and that an
income of $125k a year will not cover as many costs of living as it did in 2019.

Use of Funds to Create More Permanently Affordable Housing:

Acquisition: A portion of revenue designated for affordable housing be used for
the purchase of existing privately owned properties to convert to affordable
publicly/501c3 owned. Priority should be given to culturally specific community-
based organizations for this funding.

Affordable Housing Development: Counties should be required to use a
uniform portion of funding for Permanent Supportive Housing units and increase
current levels of production.
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Investigate More Innovative Housing Models: We ask that the Council
consider housing models, such as social housing initiatives seen in our
jurisdictions, that base affordability on tenant income, rather than area income,
resulting in more true housing stability for all. Our current systems too often still
cause low-income households to be rent-burdened in subsidized units. We can
greatly increase true housing stability by investing in housing solutions that offer
mixed income settings and other policies used in social housing models, as well
as expanding the ability to leverage our long-term rent assistance vouchers.

Sunset Extension Length Recommendations:

Elimination of sunset and making it a permanent tax: Considering that the
programs that the SHS tax is funding are offering long-term and/or permanent
resources to people in need, it only makes sense that this becomes a permanent
local revenue stream. The RLRA vouchers, offering long-term rent assistance are
serving people who can never reenter the workforce, such as seniors and people
with disabilities and so it is illogical to offer such a support and then terminate it if
the goal is to keep people housed. The same is true for the Permanent
Supportive Housing resources this tax funds.

If not permanent, 30 years ideal and a minimum of 25 years: We want to
ensure that these funds can be leveraged with financial institutions in affordable
housing to create the deeply affordable apartments we know we need much
more of. We know from the experience of the past few years, that affordable
housing developers cannot successfully leverage the existing rent assistance
with the current 2030 sunset. This is a barrier created by the measure’s own
design that could be remedied. See Housing Development Center analysis here:
HDC analysis slides

Governance that Enforces Regional Standards and Policy Priorities:

Improved and aligned contracting practices to improve the efficacy of
implementation of funds:

+ Outcomes vs Outputs- Organizations across all three counties want contracts
to focus on client outcomes rather than organizational outputs for a more holistic
system. Community-based organizations (CBOs) hold invaluable expertise on
how to serve their clients best and need flexibility.

+ Assure direct and indirect rates align with actual costs: Counties are
dictating outputs without fully funding organizations to achieve those outputs.


https://welcomehomecoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/HDC-rental-subsidy-need-timeline_SHS-measure-reform_062024-3.pptx
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+ Improve Working Conditions and Retention of Social Service and
Housing Professionals: Organizations need contracts that enable CBOs to pay
competitive wages and expect reasonable caseloads for direct service staff.

+ Granting vs Reimbursement: Increasing wages and other capacity
improvements within organizations to expand quality SHS-funded programs
requires financial risks. Reimbursement payment models do not support
organizations to take these risks. Granting models frequently used in
philanthropy allow for more efficient service delivery.

+ Standardize Contracting and Programmatic Processes and Expectations
Across the Region: Currently each county has unique contracting language
which includes program-related definitions, standards of practice, program rules
and requirements, wages, and other contract-related terms. This creates barriers
for organizations in implementing programs across county boundaries and
ultimately leads to disparate outcomes for program participants.

Robust representation from those providing and receiving services funded
by SHS in regional planning and oversight on the new proposed ‘Housing
Policy Advisory Committee’(HPAC): We believe that those closest to the
problem have the best insights about how to address the problem. We believe
that SHS governance and planning bodies and processes could still improve in
this area. We invite you to reflect on Metro’s own language in the 2020 SHS
Work Plan and how well current implementation authentically meets these
guiding principles - “Lift up the local experience: lead with the expertise of local
agencies and community organizations addressing homelessness and housing
insecurity. Center people with lived experience, meet them where they are, and
support their self-determination and well-being.” (Metro 2020 Work Plan)

Sincerely,

6ty B

Molly Hogan, Director, Welcome Home
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Individual Endorsements:

Aaron Brown, Board President, Portland Neighbors Welcome
Abdalah El-Barrad, Individual

Aidan Moran, Project Manager

Alberto Cardona, Coordinator

Albulena Bruncaj, Product Manager

Aletha Woodruff, Individual

Alisen Webb, Individual

Alison Ellsworth, Individual

. Alma Saucedo, Individual

10. Amanda Rybarczyk, Individual

11. Amon Rutherford, Prep Chef, Welcome Home Member & Going Home 2
12. Andra Carrick, Executive Director, Portland Street Medicine
13. Andre Jaurigui, Multnomah County Coordinator, Impact NW
14. Andrea Haverkamp, Individual

15. Andrea Logan Sanders, President & CEO, Boys & Girls Aid
16. Angela Carvallo, Web Designer

17.Angela Uherbelau, Literacy Community Advocate

18. Annie Capestany, Individual

19. Anna Jensen, Individual

20. Anna Kurnizki, Executive Director, Community Warehouse
21.Anne Wagner, Individual

22.Anthony Estrada, Individual
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23. Ariel Stone, Rabbi

24. Audra McCabe, Worker

25.Babatunde “Zubbi” Azubuike, Executive Director, Black & Beyond the Binary

26.Barbara Cook, Individual

27.Barbara Smith, Retired Portland Public School Teacher Assistant

28.Barbara Weber, Co-Founder and Co-Executive Director, Ground Score
Association

29.Belinda Estermyer, Street Roots Vendor

30.Ben Kopsa, Individual

31.Bernabe Ruiz, Welcome Home Steering Committee member

32.Bianca Salerno, Reed College

33.Blake Goud, Individual

34.Blythe Garma, Welcome Home Board Member

35.Brandon Schwanz, Youth Services Director, Outside In

36. Brittany Goodwin, Operations Director

37.Brooke Herout, Common Fire, PDX Free Fridges and Community Gleaner

38.Cameran Murphy, TCPB Committee Member

39. Cameron Foster, Director of Programs, JOIN

40. Cameron Herrington, Director of Policy and Advocacy, Neighborhood
Partnerships

41.Candice Cruz, Retired

42.Cara Kangas, Director of Partnerships, 211info

43. Carolyn Cooper, Retired

44.Chad Lykins, Individual

45. Chloe Faison, Deputy Director, JOIN

46.Chloe Howard, Services Coordinator, Multnomah County IDD

47.Chris Bonner, Realtor

48. Chris Pence, Health & Housing Program Planner

49. Christian Jahn, Attorney

50. Christina Dirks, Director of Policy and Planning, Home Forward

51. Christopher Olson, Individual

52. Christopher Waldmann, Board President, Sunnyside Neighborhood
Association

53. Claire Richmond, Individual

54.Connie Mack, Retention Worker, JOINPDX

55. Courtney Collins, CEO/Executive Director, Dirty Angel Entertainment

56. Dan May, Individual

57.Dana Louis, Executive and Creative Director, Gather:Make:Shelter

58.Dane Mills, Individual

59.Dave Peticolas, Individual
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60. David Delk, Economic Justice Action Group/1%t Unitarian

61.Dean Moberg, Individual

62.Debbie Aiona, League of Women Voters

63. Debra Porta, Executive Director, Pride NW

64. Denise Morris, Individual

65. Desiree Eden Ocampo, Executive Director, Rahab Sisters

66. Devin Ostertag, Individual

67.Diana Deumling, Volunteer, Sunnyside Shower Project

68. Dominique Merriweather, Executive Director, Proud Ground

69. Dorian Russell, Executive Director, Home Plate Youth Services

70. Douglas Marcks, Street Roots Vendor

71.Edward Knightly, Volunteer Board Member, Reach CDC

72.Elie Lauden, Portland Neighbors Welcome

73.Elizabeth Baldwin, Individual

74.Elizabeth Nelson, Individual

75.Elizabeth Nesser, Retired, Portland Neighbors Welcome

76.Emee Pumarega, Self Employed

77.Emily Von W Gilbert, Video Editor

78.Emma Cooper, Housing Case Manager, Outside In

79.Eric Canon, Sculptor, Interfaith Committee on Homelessness

80. Eric Sevos, Chief Operating Officer, Cascadia Health

81.Erin Fairchild, Principal and Founder, Collective Action Consulting

82.Florence Anne Kohut, Retired Social Worker

83.Forrest Perkins, Portland DSA

84.Frann Michel, Individual

85. Garrett Langston, Democratic Socialists of America

86. Georgia David, Retired

87.Grace Jones, Associate Director, Parenting With Intent

88.Gus Kroll, Board President, Sisters of the Road

89.Hannah Alzgal, Reimagining Community Safety & Housing Justice Policy
Coordinator

90.Hannah Smith, Medical Assistant, BSW Student, and Benefits Navigator
Intern

91.Hannah Wallace, Director, Sunnyside Shower Project

92.Harper Simpson, Individual

93. Heather Carver, Retired

94. Heather Heatlie, Clerical

95. Heather Theroux, CRM, PDX Saints Love

96. Henry Felton, Community Outreach & Events Coordinator

97.Hilary Beutler, Direct Support Professional

98. Jacob Apenes, Individual
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99.Jan Underwood, Individual

100. Jane Moisan, Attorney & Welcome Home Board Member

101. Janie Gullickson, Executive Director, Mental Health & Addictions
Association of Oregon

102. Jaxon Lamont, Individual

103. Jay Skaggs, Individual

104. Je Amaechi, Organizing Director, Unite Oregon

105. Jenna Goldin, Enroliment Agent, Licensed Tax Consultant, Shift
Accounting LLC

106. Jennifer Knapp, Executive Director, Community Vision

107. Jennifer Parrish Taylor, Director of Advocacy and Public Policy, Urban
League of Portland

108. Jenny Lee, Deputy Director, Coalition of Communities of Color

109. Jeremy Smith, Individual

110. Jessi Presley, Grant writer and Artist

111. Jessi Presley-Grusin, Grant Writer

112. Jesus Melendez Rios, Individual

113. Jill Spencer, Retired, Portland Resident at Holladay Park Plaza
Retirement

114. Jim Labbe, Individual

115. Joe Miller, Tour Guide

116. Joel Statz, Individual

117. Johanna Brenner, Individual

118. John Brister, Retired, VASH Recipient

119. John Raymonda, Retired

120. Joon Ae Haworth-Kaufka, Co-owner, Cloud City Realty, LLC

121. Jory Aronson, Early Childhood Music Specialist

122. Josh Thomas, Individual

123. Joshua Borgwardt, Firefighter

124. Judith Beck, Individual

125. Judith Lienhard, Individual

126. Judith Norton, Retired

127. Julia Nielsen, Director of Organizing, Leaven Community Land & Housing

Coalition
128. Justin Philipps, Individual
129. Justin Porter, Individual
130. Kae Hixson, Licensed Professional Counselor
131. Kaia Sand, Executive Director, Street Roots
132. Karen Bonkoski, Individual
133. Karen Erde, Individual



134.
135.
136.
137.
138.
139.
140.
141.
142.

Karen Fleming, Street Roots Vendor

Karen Riley, Director of People & Culture, JOIN

Kate Carroll, PSU Graduate student

Kathy Kniep, Principal, Kathy Kniep Consulting

Katie Cox, Executive Director, The Marie Equi Center

Katie O’Brien, Executive Director, Rose Haven

Kelly Clendenon, Student

Khris Soden, Individual

Kim Marshall, Executive Director, Project Homeless Connect Washington

County

143.
144.
145.
146.
147.
148.
149.
150.
151.
152.
153.
154.
155.
156.
157.
158.
159.
160.
161.
162.
163.
164.
165.
166.
167.
168.

Kim McCarty, Executive Director, Community Alliance of Tenants
Kristle Delihanty, Executive Director, PDX Saints Love

Kyla Jackson, Individual

Kyla Jarka, Individual

Laura Bower, IDA Program Manager, Portland Housing Center
Laura Fleming, Board Member, Portland: Neighbors Welcome
Laura Stahman, Psychotherapist

Lauren Armony, Individual

Lauren Brimmer, Mobile Crisis Advocate, YWCA of Greater Portland
Laurie Feola, Teacher

Laurie King, Individual

Leigh Banfill, Behavioral Health Counselor, Outside In

Leland Scantlebury, Individual

Leor Schweitzer, Portland Tenants United

Les Gleason, Individual

Lisha Shrestha, Executive Director, Division Midway Alliance
Loren Naldoza, Public Policy Advocate, Oregon Food Bank
Lucille Ausman, Individual

Lucy Simmons, Outreach Coordinator

Lyle Funderburk, Individual

Madeleine Williams, Supportive Housing Liaison

Magali Rabasa, Individual

Margot Martin, Interim CEO, Bradley Angle

Mark Alter, Wy’east Unitarian Universalist Congregation

Mary Ann Barham, First Unitarian Church

Mary Chaparro, Co-Executive Director, Voz Workers' Rights Education

Project

169.
170.
171.

Mary King, Professor of Economics Emerita, Portland State University
Matthew Tuckerbaum, Individual
Meg Bender-Stephanski, Housing Specialist
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174.
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Megan Petrucelli, Marriage, Couple and Family Therapist
Meghan Marques, Employment Specialist
Melissa Bishop, Senior Housing Director, Mental Health and Addiction

Association of Oregon

175.
176.
177.
178.
179.
180.
181.

182.

183.
184.
185.
186.
187.
188.
189.
190.
191.
192.
193.
194.
195.
196.
197.
198.
199.
200.
201.
202.

Mercedes Elizalde, Director of Policy and Advocacy, Latino Network
Mia Sellem, Individual

Michelle Graas, Individual

Michelle Lin, Individual

Miguel Lopez Paz, Individual

Mildred Rowley, Retired

Mitzy King, Licensed Clinical Social Worker, Mitzy King Therapy
Moises Colén, Hub Director, Hygiene4All

Monica Beemer, Director of Development and Operations, Street Books
Nancy Harrison, Individual

Natalie Divine, Grackle Jewelry

Nathan Teske, Executive Director, Bienestar

Nicole Payne, Welcome Home Individual Member

Nili Yosha, Executive Director, Outside the Frame

Noe Coopersmith, Individual

Olivia Asato, Nonprofit Administrator

Paul D Underwood, Individual

Paula Gregovich, Retired

Peter Laciano, Individual

Peyton Priestman, Individual

Phil Goldsmith, Retired

Phoenix Oaks, Individual

Rachel Mulder, DSP, Artist

Rae Richen, Individual

Rebecca Stine, Individual

Renate Gorhan, Statistician

Rev. Dr. Chuck Currie, Ordained Minister, United Church of Christ
Reyna Gillet, Lead Housing Justice Organizer, Residents Organizing for

Change

203.
204.
205.
206.
207.
208.
2009.

Robyn Gottlieb, Individual

Rose Kuhnau, Peer Wellness Specialist

Rose Vakkai, Executive Director, DeRose Community Bridge
Ryan Mottau, Director Sunnyside Shower Project

Sahaan McKelvey, Non-Profit Executive and Community Leader
Samantha Farless, Development Associate, JOIN PDX

Samuel Diaz, Executive Director, 1000 Friends of Oregon



210. Sandra Comstock, Executive Director, Hygiene4All

211. Sara Ausman, Retired

212. Sara Fischer, Street Chaplain

213. Sara Pascoe, Individual

214. Sarah Korn, Individual

215. Sarah Kowaleski, Individual

216. Sarah Radcliffe, Director of Government Relations, Habitat for Humanity

217. Sarah Stevenson, Executive Director, Innovative Housing, Inc.

218. Scotti Warren, Social Worker

219. Sergio Moreno, Individual

220. Shaili Parekh, IHC Associates

221. Shannon Olive, Executive Director, WomenFirst

222. Sheccid Lavariega, Bilingual Retention Worker, JOIN PDX

223. Siobhan Martin, Individual

224. Sokho Eath, Director, Pacific Islander Asian Family Center, Immigrant &
Refugee Community Organization

225. Steve Bozz, Individual

226. Steve Hanrahan, Retired

227. Sue Craig, President, Oregon Unitarian Universalist Voices for Justice

228. Susan Johnson, Individual

229. Susan Nelsen Murphy, Self Employed

230. Suzanne Bader, Individual

231. Suzy Jeffreys, Executive Director, North by Northeast Community Health
Center

232. Tasha Harmon, Facilitator, Facilitating Change

233. Tanya Bennett, Natural Artist, Welcome Home Member

234. Ted Dreier, Individual

235. Theresa Rostampour, Outreach Worker, Home Plate Youth Services

236. TJ Noddings, Housing Case Manager; Founding member of Renters
Action Network

237. Tonya Jones, Deputy Director of Operations, Mental Health & Addictions
Association of Oregon

238. Trent Aldridge, Chief Executive Officer, Self Enhancement Inc

239. Trevor Newhart, Staff Accountant, JOIN PDX

240. Tristan Marquise, Package Handler

241. Tyler Mclnnis, Welcome Home Board Member

242. Vanesa Arozamena, Individual

243. Vince Masiello, Member, Right to Dream Too

244. W. Hayden Farris, Individual

245. Wanda McNealy, Individual
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246. Waylette Thomas, Individual, PTU

247. William Toepper, Retired

248. Willow Murdock, Volunteer, Sunnyside Shower Project

249. Yolanda Holmes, Housing Specialist, Clackamas Service Center
250. Zach Lesher, Individual

251. Zandy Bailey, Individual

252. Zoe Taylor, Individual

Statements of Support:

“The Metro Council has a duty to its constituents and as such, should not move to
reduce the tax rate of the Supportive Housing Services Measure. A rate reduction would
only exacerbate housing insecurity, diminish the funds used to support our neighbors in
need, and not offer any significant savings to those affected by the tax. Therefore |
endorse Welcome Home and this letter.” - Tristan Marquise, Package Handler

“l urge support to stay true to the original intent of the Supportive Services Housing
Measure and not reduce the tax rate.” - Jill Spencer, Retired, Portland Resident at
Holladay Park Plaza Retirement

“I support policies which will further housing security for all. Housing is a human right,
and it is government’s duty to provide shelter for all its citizens.” — Christian Jahn,
Attorney

“I completely support this content” - Audra McCabe, Worker
“Housing is a human right.” - Rachel Mulder, DSP, Artist

“Please do not reduce funding for homeless services in Washington County. These
programs are proven effective and funding is essential for maintaining and increasing
the effectiveness of these programs.” - Barbara Cook, Individual

“We at the Sunnyside Shower Project wholeheartedly agree that there is no logical
public policy argument for reducing the current 1% marginal tax rate on high-income
earner households when our need for resources to address homelessness is still unmet.

‘Do not reduce the tax rate for the Supportive Housing Services Measure” — Babatunde
“Zubbi” Azubuike, Executive Director, Black and Beyond the Binary

“The cost of this tax to those it applies to is tiny in comparison to the benefits to this it
serves.” — Ryan Mottau, Sunnyside Shower Project

Our regular guests who we see every week all desperately WANT housing. There is a
major lack of affordable and subsidized housing in our region. Cutting this supportive
housing services tax while there are still thousands of people living on our streets
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makes no sense, especially when voters aggressively supported the ballot measure!” —
Hannah Wallace, Director, Sunnyside Shower Project

‘I am writing in support of Welcome Home's request that Metro Council not lower the tax
rate that funds the Supportive Housing Services measure. | have seen firsthand how the
services provided by this measure make tangible change in the lives of those served.
Policy takes time to build lasting change and social services funded by policy are not
transformed simply. It takes many working hands, minds, and hearts to actualize the
goals set by policy. Reducing the tax rate so soon in the life of this measure would be a
mistake and a considerable loss for those who stand to gain from the reverberating
effects of this measure. Please give weight to the words and wishes of those who
interact within this measure firsthand. Do not lower the tax rate. Thank you.” -
Madeleine Williams, Supportive Housing Liaison

“I believe that we need to "throw everything at the wall" and pray some "sticks" if we are
ever to regain our community balance. Please ensure that changes in the SHSM do not
reduce intended funds available for housing.” — Anne S Wagner, Individual

‘I endorse the Welcome Home letter and petition to Metro Regional Council to ensure
that any changes to the Supportive Housing Services Measure do not reduce the tax
rate and thus, the amount of regional funds available to meet the needs of our
unhoused and housing unstable neighbors to access housing and services to be able to
thrive.” - Henry Felton, Community Outreach & Events Coordinator

“We need investments in affordable housing. Rents are out of control and this is the
critical reason for homelessness.” - Laurie King, Individual

“The people of our city rely on these resources to stay alive.” - Emma Cooper, Housing
Case Manager, Outside In

“During a time of rising living costs, the metro council needs to prioritize funding
services over cutting taxes.” - Dane Mills, Individual

“As Director of Organizing for the Leaven Community Land & Housing Coalition, | urge
you to support the Welcome Home Coalition’s efforts to preserve critical funding for
affordable housing in the Portland metro area. Metro’s proposed reduction to the
Supportive Housing Services Measure would significantly impact our ability to build
more homes for Oregonians. We cannot afford to lose this vital funding, especially as
the need for affordable housing continues to grow.”- Julia Nielsen, Director of
Organizing, Leaven Community Land & Housing Coalition
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“l am signing as an individual, member of CWA Local 7901.”
- Sarah Kowaleski, Individual

“The tax rate should be increased for higher income households, not decreased.”
- Heather Heatlie, Clerical

"In an era of deep uncertainty at the federal level, local dollars = local power. We as
local homeless service providers do NOT support reducing taxes by $4 per month for
households earning $250,000 per year when the collective impact of those millions of
dollars are actively getting folks housed and keeping folks housed. | urge our elected
Metro colleagues to maintain this life-saving tax revenue and make it a permanent
resource for the long-term economic vitality and health of our region,"”

-Dorian Russell, They/Them, Executive Director of HomePlate Youth Services

“Funding for social services is essential to ensure the well-being of communities and
promote social equity. These resources allow for the development of programs and
services that address basic needs and social problems, benefiting the most vulnerable
populations. Below are some key reasons for their importance:

1. Support for vulnerable populations

* Funding allows for assistance to be offered to groups such as children, the elderly,
people with disabilities, communities in poverty, and the homeless.

* Guaranteeing access to essential services such as health, education, food, and
housing.

2. Preventing social problems

* Investing in social services helps prevent problems such as school dropouts, crime,
domestic violence, and chronic poverty.

* Early support programs prevent difficulties from worsening, reducing long-term costs.
3. Promoting equality

*Reducing social gaps by providing opportunities for those facing structural barriers.
Helping to combat economic, racial, and gender inequality through inclusion programs.”
- Alberto Cardona, Coordinator

“Dude, changing the taxes and reducing the funding to those in need will make the lives
of people who are actually necessary to the running of the city harder.”
- Brittany Goodwin, Operations Director

“I support and endorse this request as it will greatly impact the community | serve every
single day.” - Moises Colén, Hub Director, Hygiene4All
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“Building more housing using every tool at our disposal is incredibly important for so
many reasons and giving the wealthy a tax cut instead of funding housing is
irresponsible.” - Blake Goud, Individual

“No tax cuts!” - Jessi Presley-Grusin, Grant Writer

‘I am asking the Metro Regional Council to ensure that any changes to the Supportive
Housing Services Measure do not reduce the tax rate and thus, the amount of regional
funds available to meet the needs of our unhoused and housing unstable neighbors to
access housing and services to be able to thrive. We cannot do more with less, and the
voice of the people doing this hard work need to be considered.” - Melissa Bishop,
Senior Housing Director, Mental Health and Addiction Association of Oregon

“‘Boys & Girls Aid serves 80 young adults per year through the Washington County SHS
HCMS and RRH programs. A reduction to these funds would significantly reduce the
services we can operate. We support measures to sustain the current level of regional
SHS funds available.” - Andrea Logan Sanders, President & CEO, Boys & Girls Aid

“Metro needs to understand the fallout of packaging aspects of what voters will want -
an extension of the SHS measure sunset and adding affordable housing options - with a
tax cut that will harm our communities and their ability to provide these services beyond
2030. It will harm our service partners who carry out this important work. Metro, do not
reduce the tax.” - Cameran Murphy, TCPB Committee Member

“Please be kind!” - Paul D Underwood, Individual

“What has been offered in this letter is of such consequence for so many needing some
help. It is so good to see groups wanting to see some "Good Works" being put forth.”
- Sue Craig, President, Oregon Unitarian Universalist Voices for Justice

“I support taxes that allow us to house and care for our neighbors!”
- Elie Lauden, Portland Neighbors Welcome

“Do not lower the tax rate as this will reduce needed funds to support unhoused people
and others struggling due to the high cost of housing.” - Laurie Feola, Teacher

“It is vital that financial support & the intended use of these funds be maintained.
Peoples’ lives literally depend on acquiring & maintaining their own living spaces.
Without secure housing, it is essentially impossible to adequately address an
individual’s physical & mental health. It should be of the highest priority that our
neighbors are housed. Please do the humanly right thing by using all available
resources for housing our neighbors.” - Florence Anne Kohut, Retired Social Worker
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“‘Please do NOT decrease the tax on the wealthy. We need funds for affordable
housing now & in the future.” - Elizabeth Nesser, Retired, Portland Neighbors Welcome

“Until there is available accessible shelter, the county should preferentially help those
who have no permanent shelter through the current tax.” - Renate Gorhan, Statistician

“Our region desperately needs more funds for stable housing for all, not less. The tax
rate is an equitable way to ensure we have money to fund this critical need of our city.”

- Sarah Korn, Individual

“We're going to need more support for the poor than ever.” - Dan May, Individual
“Everyone should have adequate housing.” - Mildred Rowley, Retired

“Adequate housing is fundamental to a meaningful life. We have the means to provide
it--now we need the political will.” - John Raymonda, Retired

“I strongly support Welcome Home's proposal to NOT make changes to the Supportive
Housing Services Act in any way that will seriously reduce the amount of money
available for support, for example, by enacting the proposed 10% tax cut.” - Nancy
Harrison, Individual

“As a person with years of lived experience dealing with addiction and homelessness, |
wholeheartedly endorse this letter.” - Kelly Clendenon, Student

“We need to support more individuals and families who are struggling with being housed
or are houseless. We need more dollars and better coordination of this money and
services.” - Candice Cruz, Retired

“I support maintaining current funding to address Portland's housing crisis; | also
support thoughtful restructuring the how taxes are assessed - as long as funding
remains stable.” - Judith Norton, Retired

“Let those with the means contribute to the community's well-being!” - Ben Kopsa,
Individual

“We wholeheartedly believe that the single most important way to address the impact of
domestic violence is to acknowledge that homelessness is its most definitive result.
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Funding to support safe and supportive housing is essential to ensuring we're working
towards a world free from violence.”- Margot Martin, Interim CEO, Bradley Angle

“I support the Welcome Home Coalition's adjustment to the Supportive Housing
Services Measure.” - William Toepper, Retired

“CAT supports retaining the current marginal tax.” — Kim McCarty, Executive Director,
Community Alliance of Tenants

“At a time when we can reasonably anticipate reduced federal funding, this is the time
we must be coming together for regional solutions to safeguard our home.”
-Samuel Diaz, Executive Director, 1000 Friends of Oregon

“As a local business owner and as a human with a heart, | am pleading that you ensure
that any changes to the Supportive Housing Services Measure do not reduce the tax
rate and thus, the amount of regional funds available to meet the needs of our
unhoused neighbors. Our city is in dire need of compassionate leadership on this issue,
and now is your chance to lead. Please.”

- Erin Fairchild, Principal and Founder, Collective Action Consulting

“We must invest responsibly in long-term solutions for housing insecurity. Cutting these
funds doesn't make sense from the point of view of financial efficiency over time.”
- Ariel Stone, Rabbi

“We should absolutely avoid tax cuts on high earners as we enter a federal
administration eager to slash taxes for the rich.” -Jacob Apenes

“I endorse this because homeless people deserve services and housing.”
- Paula Gregovich, Retired

“‘My partner and | pay the 1% tax and we are happy to pay because we believe that
housing is a human right and that those of us who are the most financially privileged
should be paying higher taxes because it costs us so little compared to the collective
services it provides. Economic and Housing Justice Now! Listen to the people who are
most impacted by housing insecurity and those working in the field of Housing Justice.
Please stop catering to rich people, we don't need it. Thank you!” - Mitzy King, Licensed
Clinical Social Worker, Mitzy King Therapy

“Please hear us!” - Vince Masiello, Member, Right to Dream Too

“Street Books is a part of a growing movement in Portland working toward building a
community where all people belong and are known, where everyone has access to
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safety, security, and the resources to thrive. We believe housing is a human right, and
we support community organizing to work toward systemic change that will support this
right. Please ensure that any changes to the Supportive Housing Services Measure do
not reduce the tax rate and thus, the amount of regional funds available to meet the
needs of our unhoused and housing unstable neighbors to access housing and services
to be able to thrive. Thank you.”

- Monica Beemer, Director of Development and Operations, Street Books

“Our region needs all the funds it can acquire for addressing the housing crisis and
supporting unhoused Oregonians, especially with the incoming federal administration
likely to reduce support there. Please do not reduce the tax rate on high earners.”

- Jan Underwood, Individual

“We need to strengthen our local funding sources for affordable and supportive housing
with the incoming federal administration, not weaken them. Please be brave and invest
in our community.” — Lauren Armony, Individual

“There is no logical public policy argument for reducing the current 1% marginal tax rate
on high-income earner households when our need for resources to address
homelessness is growing. If implemented, the marginal tax rate reduction of 1% to .9%
on high-income earners would result in an estimated $17.5 million annual loss from
current collections. Instead of a broad cut for all taxpayers, we propose that Metro
increases the minimum threshold of who pays the tax. Currently, an individual making
over $125,000 a year or a couple making over $200,000 a year are required to pay the
tax. Increasing this threshold addresses the concern about tax burdens on high-income
earners at the bottom of the scale, while not allowing as severe of a loss of revenue as
an overall tax rate reduction.” -Angela Carvallo, Web Designer

“It is critical that Metro continue its commitment to making this region affordable for all
the people who call it home. Please do not reduce the marginal tax rate. The savings
provided would be minimal, and the loss of resources available would be significant.” -
Tasha Harmon, Facilitator, Facilitating Change

“There’s no good evidence to support a reduction in the tax rate, especially with so
many people struggling on the streets and federal income taxes so low for the wealthy.”
- Mary King, Professor of Economics Emerita, Portland State University

“Our care belongs to each other.” - Kristle Delihanty, Executive Director, PDX Saints
Love
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‘I am a domestic violence advocate whose predominant job is housing survivors. My
organization helps survivors find housing as well as prevent evictions. Our funds as they
stand have greatly impacted survivors in our community, but are still not nearly enough
to meet the incredibly high need. Another cut to the funding that we use to support
survivors, would be extremely harmful and would certainly lead to lives lost of survivors
who are forced to stay with their abusers due to not having the funds to move. Over
90% of DVSA survivors experience financial abuse, oftentimes making it impossible to
leave a dangerous situation, unless they receive assistance from an organization like
YWCA. Aside from certain fatalities, | am sure that the homelessness epidemic in
Portland would surely increase even more. The housing/homelessness is already past
the point of crisis. We need every dollar we can get, in order to house and keep housed
survivors, build and create more affordable living options for folks, and support our
current advocates, as well as hire new ones, which we, without a doubt, are in need of
and always will be.”

- Lauren Brimmer, Mobile Crisis Advocate, YWCA of Greater Portland

“This tax rate is not a burden. Do not undermine the legislature and the will of
Portlanders who voted for this. With the recent report that we have one of the worst
rates of homelessness in the country, this is not a time to reduce supportive services to
those who are most impacted. Look at the math closely on the actual taxes owed on this
measure by looking at actual tax returns, not theoretical numbers. Thank you.”

- Kae Hixson, Licensed Professional Counselor

“Please do not reduce the marginal tax in order to better support the houseless
community.” - Megan Petrucelli, Marriage, Couple and Family Therapist

“Please highly consider this letter as it supports the people, our communities, and
Oregon as a whole!” - Hannah Smith, Medical Assistant, BSW Student, and Benefits
Navigator Intern

“Shift Accounting LLC supports the WHC proposal to maintain the current tax rate for
the Supportive Housing Services tax. We have several clients who are happy to pay this
tax and do not experience hardship due to the tax rate as-is.” - Jenna Goldin,
Enroliment Agent, Licensed Tax Consultant, Shift Accounting LLC

“No reducing funds for our houseless neighbors!” - Kyla Jackson, Individual

“The investments voted on by the region are just starting to be felt. In order to continue
and increase the effectiveness of this investment, we need to make sure the dollars do
not decrease. The proposal to lower the funds does not make enough of an individual
difference to taxpayers, but makes a huge difference to our cities in tackling this issue



that has been caused by years of disinvestment on the public's part. Stay true to the
promises made!” — Chris Bonner, Realtor

“Affordable housing options can only be made if we have enough financial support and
resources to make sure these requests are fulfilled. High percentage earners will not be
affected by maintaining the same percentage of tax deduction for this request, where as
$17m+ on affordable housing projects can be severely and negatively affected. If we
want communities that are more enriching, propserous, and safe, we need to start
recognizing the growing inequity of wealth occuring in our communities, and support the
rest of the communties that are lacking the resources to do so. Furthermore, housing is
a human right. No one should be unhoused regardless of their situations or
circumstances.” - Andre Jaurigui, Multnomah County Coordinator, Impact NW

“I volunteered on the Here Together campaign knowing that the Supportive Housing
Services Measure had a real chance at meaningfully addressing the housing crisis in
our region. The amendments proposed in this letter are our best shot at living up to
Here Together's promise.” - Trevor Newhart, Staff Accountant, JOIN PDX

“Our region's housing crisis has had and is having a disproportionate impact on
LGBTQIA2S+ community members. Now is not the time to retreat from solid plans and
the commitment that Metro has made.” - Debra Porta, Executive Director, Pride NW

“Until our elected leaders make the real choice to end homelessness, alleviate poverty,
and make systemic changes, taxes like this are critical.” - Kat Mahoney, Individual

“Housing ends homelessness.” - Nili Yosha, Executive Director, Outside the Frame

“The Portland Metro Region is making great progress helping our neighbors escape
homelessness. Let's keep investing in effective, long-term solutions to homelessness.”
- Nick Sauvie, Co-Executive Director, Rose CDC

“We are in alignment with our partners at Welcome Home Coalition. We do not
recommend reducing the 1% marginal tax for high-income earners as part of the
proposed SHS measure reform. If part of the funding is to be redirected towards
building housing, maintaining or increasing the current tax revenue is crucial to meet
these expanded objectives. We can’t expect to achieve more with fewer resources. In
addition, while we support the development of affordable housing, it is imperative to first
address and rectify the current under-allocation of SHS funds. Ensuring that existing
funds are used effectively for supportive services will provide a clearer picture of the
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resources available for housing initiatives and better serve our community's immediate
needs.” - Anna Kurnizki, Executive Director, Community Warehouse

“I support expansion into housing development and keeping the tax in place for the long
term (either indefinitely or for 30 years).” - Sara Pascoe, Individual

“Our housing crisis is not solved until all of our region's residents have safe, secure,
stable housing that meets their needs. We must continue investing in the programs,
resources, and people that are working tirelessly to make that vision come true. The
SHS tax fund must become a permanent fixture of our region while we continue to
develop a robust system to house everyone that needs it. While the counties are still
improving every year in how they allocate and spend the incoming revenue, we must
not punish those that need these programs by considering reductions in funding. We
support maintaining the current personal income tax rate for SHS funding, and
Welcome Home’s suggestion of moving the income threshold.”

- TJ Noddings, Housing Case Manager; Founding member of Renters Action Network

“Do not lower the 1% marginal tax for high-income earners! There is no reason to
reduce this tax, which is already extremely low, and it would result in less revenue for
desperately needed investments in housing and related services in our county.”

- Jessi Presley, Grant writer and Artist

“I fully support the reasons that Welcome Home puts forward for keeping the tax and
using it wisely.” - Rae Richen, Individual

“l work with homeless veterans who are on the street, in shelters, in their cars, etc.
Many of them have been able to be placed in permanent housing thanks to SHS.
Please do not cut this funding. Homelessness is a topic thrown around for political gain
by so many and meaningful change is not often made. SHS is meaningful change, and
your support will make an actual impactful difference in our community. Stand up and
show your constituents that you are working to better your community like you would
like to.” - Meg Bender-Stephanski, Housing Specialist

“As a legally disabled person living in affordable housing. And as a volunteer Board
member of Reach CDC, | endorse this letter.” - Edward Knightly, Reach CDC Board
Member
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“I fully support Welcome Home's stance regarding the repurposing of SHS dollars, as
well as submitted changes that are outlined in this letter. Welcome Home is taking a
stance to protect the interests of our community members who need our help and
advocacy the most. Being a community that prioritizes the needs of our most
marginalized citizens is something that we should all be able to get behind.”

- Sahaan McKelvey, Non-Profit Executive and Community Leader

“We are in support of asking the Metro Regional Council to ensure that any changes to
the Supportive Housing Services Measure best meet the needs of our unhoused and
housing unstable neighbors to access housing and services and thrive.”

- Kim Marshall, Executive Director, Project Homeless Connect Washington County

“Housing is a basic human right.” - Tonya Jones, Deputy Director of Operations, Mental
Health & Addictions Association of Oregon

“I support our Welcome Home proposal that enables SHS funding to remain at or close
to current rate, which will support existing programming, staffing, wages, and the
creation of innovative housing opportunities going forward.” - Cameron Foster, Director
of Programs, JOIN

There is so much more to do; we must continue on and keep the funds coming in.
- Jory Aronson, Early Childhood Music Specialist

“I fully support WHC'’s position and letter, as a grassroots organization leading this
work.” - Nathan Teske, Executive Director, Bienestar

‘At WomenFirst we believe offering a place to call home provides an individual with a
sense of belonging, a place of hope, and a start of a new journey.” — Shannon Olive,
Executive Director, WomenFirst

“I strongly support the Welcome Home Coalition's recommendations for the Supportive
Housing Services (SHS) Measure. As an informed observer, | believe their proposals
strike the right balance - maintaining funding for vital homeless services while also
expanding affordable housing development. This balanced approach is exactly what's
needed.” — Sheccid Lavariega, Bilingual Retention Worker, JOIN PDX “Community
Vision fully supports this letter and its values.” — Jennifer Knapp, Executive Director,
Community Vision

“‘Domestic violence is the number one cause of houselessness in Multhomah County.
Safe, secure housing is a human right and foundation for health and wellbeing—
Survivors of domestic violence can’t heal from trauma, be a better parent, or get a better
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job without the stability and security of a safe place to sleep. | fully support what
Welcome Home has put forward in ensuring housing for all.” - Wanda McNealy




