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In 2019, the Oregon Legislature passed SB 608, which granted
increased protections for renters in the state (1). These include:
Protections against no-cause evictions for people who have been
renting a dwelling for more than a year.

Limitations on how much and how often landlords can raise rent
(which was further strengthened in 2023 by SB 611 [2]). Currently,
landlords can only increase rent once every 12 months by 7% plus
inflation or 10%, whichever is lower.

The following graph shows the max allowable rent increases in
Oregon since SB 608 passed in 2019 (3):



Despite these protections, many Oregon renters face housing
unaffordability (4).
In 2022, 53% of households renting in Oregon experienced rent
burden (i.e., they spent more than 30% of their gross income on
housing costs).

Of all the states in the U.S., Oregon has the 14th highest cost of
living (5). It ranks worse for housing costs: it’s the 9th most
expensive state when it comes to cost of housing.

1 in 4 households experienced severe rent burden (i.e., they spent
more than 50% of their gross income on housing costs).

Households that make between $45k and $75k per year are
seeing particularly significant increases in rates of rent burden:



As a result of unaffordability, it appears that evictions are on the
rise in Oregon (6).
Before the pandemic, in 2019, landlords in Oregon were filing
approximately 1,500 cases in eviction court each month. That
number is now significantly higher: over 2,100 cases per month, on
average, since October 2022.

The following graph shows how many eviction cases were filed in
Oregon each month in 2024 (7):
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What can you do to support Oregon renters?
We know that a 10% increase in rent can mean housing instability
for many households in our region. Contact your local
representatives to remove the law prohibiting local jurisdictions
from passing stronger rent stabilization laws.
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